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Grades 6–8: Activities

Overview: After being introduced to the topic of puppy mills 
through an educational video, students will dig deeper into the issue 
by comparing and contrasting various state laws as they relate to dog 
breeding.

Procedure:
Introduction
Introduce the topic of the activity by asking students to describe what 
they believe companion animal overpopulation means. Ask students 
how many animals they believe are homeless and why this happens. 
(Note: According to ASPCA in 2013, approximately 5–7 million 
animals enter animal shelters in the United States every year.)
What is a Puppy Mill?
1. Ask students whether they believe it makes sense for people to 

continue breeding dogs and cats given that there are already millions 
of homeless animals.

2. Explain to the students that there are places called puppy mills that 
exist solely to breed more dogs. Tell them they will be watching a 
video about puppy mills.

3. Screen HEART’s Puppy Mill Video.
Tough Love Laws: A Comparison
1. After the video, ask students to share their initial reactions and 

comments.
2. Ask students what can be done to end puppy mills. 

(Possible answers: adopt pets; do not buy animals from pet stores or 
online; educate other people on the issue.)

Activity 1: Puppy Mills: Exposed 

Source: HEART

Objectives
Students will be able to…

Describe the conditions of a puppy 
mill.
Examine the reasons why puppy 
mills exist.
Compare & contrast various laws 
addressing animal breeding.

Time Needed
20–45 minutes

Materials
HEART’s Puppy Mill Video 
http://www.youtube.com/user/
TeachingHumane/videos
TV & DVD player or computer & 
projector
Summary of your state’s puppy mill 
law
Summary of the strongest state 
puppy mill law

Insider Tips
To find your state’s puppy mill law, 
visit Animal Legal and Historical 
Center’s website:

http://animallaw.info/
articles/State%20Tables/
tbuscommercialbreeders.htm
http://www.animallaw.info/
articles/armpusbreedinglaws.
htm 

Organizations such as Animal 
Legal Defense Fund (www.aldf.
org) and Humane Society of the 
United States (www.hsus.org) have 
detailed information and rankings 
of each state’s animal-related 
statutes, including ones on puppy 
mills.
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Important: If not mentioned, explain to the students that 
legislation can be an effective way to curb puppy mills.

3. Explain to the students that they are going to examine laws 
addressing puppy mills.

Option 1: Have students compare and contrast their state’s puppy 
mill law with that of the state with the strongest law.
Option 2: If your state does not have a specific law addressing 
animal breeding, choose the states with the weakest and strongest 
puppy mill laws to compare and contrast.
Things to consider: number of animals allowed; penalties; 
minimum conditions allowed; who is considered a “commercial 
breeder.”
Option 3: If your state does not have a specific law addressing 
animal breeding, choose any state’s puppy mill law and have 
students brainstorm ways that the law could be improved.

Wrap Up:
1. Once students have completed their comparisons, review them 

together.
2. Ask students what the motivations are for puppy mill operators 

and what can be done to shut puppy mills down. (Possible answers: 
adopt from a shelter; don’t patronize pet stores that sell animals; 
encourage lawmakers to adopt tougher puppy mill laws; educate the 
public; profits.)

Activity 1: Puppy Mills: Exposed (continued)

Insider Tips (continued)
Go Local. Instead of focusing on 
state laws, have students examine 
different cities’ responses to puppy 
mills. For a list of city ordinances 
go to this website: 
http://bestfriends.org/Resources/
No-Kill-Resources/Puppy-mill-
initiatives/Fighting-Puppy-Mills/
Jurisdictions-with-retail-pet-sale-
bans/

Classroom Teachers
As an extension activity, have 
students compare and contrast 
their state’s animal cruelty law(s) 
with the federal Animal Welfare 
Act:  
http://www.animallaw.info/statutes/

Outside Humane Educators
If your teaching setting is not 
conducive to showing videos, bring 
in photographs of puppy mill 
conditions.
Focus less on the horrid reality 
of animals being euthanized and 
focus more on the very clear and 
possible solutions to the animal 
overpopulation and puppy mill 
problems.
Learn more about puppy mills at:

http://www.aspca.org/
PUPPYMILLS
http://bestfriends.org/
common/pages/resourcearticle.
aspx?id=21474836560
http://www.ifaw.org/sites/
default/files/ifaw-report-how-
much-is-that-doggie-on-my-
browser.pdf
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Overview: Students will examine some of the many ways companion 
animals become homeless and end up in animal shelters. Students will 
translate this new knowledge into creating a first-person point of view 
piece, which they will scaffold prior to completing. 

Procedure:
Introduction
1. Ask the students, “what is a homeless companion animal?”
2. Have the students list all of the dangers a homeless companion 

animal might face because s/he is living on the street.
3. Lead the students in a discussion about what can happen to animals 

who are homeless. Explain that they may find forever homes while at 
adoption centers or they may be euthanized due to overpopulation, 
health problems, or behavioral issues.

How Did I Get Here?
Ask the students, “Why do you think companion animals end up in 
animal shelters?” Allow students to respond. Possible answers:

They were stray and picked up.
They were abused or neglected and rescued.
Family could no longer take care of them.
Family decided they did not want the animal anymore.
Someone’s companion animal had puppies or kittens.

Telling Their Story
1. Inform students that companion animals find themselves at animal 

shelters for a variety of reasons. 
2. Hand out the “Telling Their Story” worksheet to the students. 

Instruct the students to complete the worksheet, which will help 
them create their own animal homelessness story written from the 
point of view of the homeless animal.

3. After the students complete the “Telling Their Story” worksheet, 
have them use it to create a one page narrative from the point of 
view of the animal in their worksheet.

Wrap Up:
1. Once students have completed their narratives, have volunteers 

share out loud.
2. Ask students what can be done to prevent unnecessary companion 

animal homelessness. (Possible answers: spay/neuter; adopting 
animals instead of buying them; providing animals with an ID tag/
microchip; Trap/Neuter/Return programs; supporting local animal 
adoption centers.)

Activity 2: My Story: How Did I Get Here? 

Objectives
Students will be able to…

Identify some of the reasons for 
companion animal homelessness.
Describe at least three things that 
a person should consider before 
adopting an animal.

Time Needed
30–60 minutes

Materials
“Telling Their Story” worksheet
Optional: “Homeless Animal Stories” 
handout (from the Grades 3–5 
Activity: Helping Homeless Animals)

Insider Tips
Create a handout that explains how 
companion animal homelessness can 
be prevented. Include the contact 
information for local animal care 
and control, shelters, and reputable 
rescue groups.
If students have difficulty starting 
their stories, read one or more 
stories from the “Homeless Animal 
Stories” handout from the Grades 
3–5 Activity 2 or share any real life 
homeless animal stories you know. 

Classroom Teachers
As an extension, consider a field trip 
to a local animal adoption center.
As an extension, have students hold 
a fundraiser for a local shelter or 
animal rescue group.

Outside Humane Educators
If the site allows, bring a rescued 
animal from a shelter (provided the 
animal will be comfortable). Telling 
the story of an animal they can 
actually meet will be very effective.

Source: HEART
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Name: ___________________________________________  Date: _______________________

Telling Their Story

Imagine you are an animal who lost your home.  
What would your life be like? Answer the following 
questions as though you were a companion animal who 
was abandoned in a shelter or became homeless. 

What is your name?
What kind of companion 
animal are you?

What was your life like 
when you lived with a 
family?

What happened that 
made you abandoned or 
homeless?

How do you spend your 
days?

What makes you happy?

What makes you sad or 
worried?

What do you wish your life 
were like?

How can people help you 
so that you have a better 
life?

On the back, use what you have written above to write a short story from the perspective  
of your animal.
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Overview: Students will complete a questionnaire to consider what 
they are looking for in their perfect companion. They will also think 
about what their companion animals will need so that they can be the 
best guardians. 

Procedure:
Introduction
Introduce the activity by asking the students if they ever think about 
having a companion animal when they are older. Explain to them that 
many people choose animals based only on appearance, not personality 
or the time and space they can provide for their animals.
Finding Your Match 
1. Let the students know that they are going to fill out their own 

“Finding Your Match” questionnaire and that they will discuss their 
responses as a group afterward. 

2. Hand out the “Finding Your Match” questionnaire and give students 
time to fill it out. 

3. Once the students have completed the questionnaire, ask them to 
find a partner with whom to share all their responses, except the last 
one. 

When partner #1 finishes sharing, partner #2 should suggest what 
animal s/he thinks would be a good match and why. 
Then partner #1 should say whether or not that was the animal 
s/he thought would be a good match and why. If the suggested 
animal was not the same, partner #1 should consider partner #2’s 
suggestion and then decide whether or not s/he wants to change 
his/her answer. 
They should then switch roles so that partner #2 can share. 

Group Sharing
1. Start by asking students what they think finding a perfect match 

really means. Allow students to respond.
Take home point: Remind students that match means two, so 
when thinking about a perfect match it means finding a companion 
animal who fits what you are looking for, but it also means that they 
fit what the companion animal is looking for – meaning that you 
have to consider whether or not you have the means and ability to 
provide for all of the animal’s needs. 

2. Ask the whole class the following questions:
Were there certain questions on the questionnaire that you thought 
were more important than others? Which ones? Why or why not?

Activity 3: Finding Your Match 

Objectives
Students will be able to…

Identify several important factors 
to consider when deciding to 
adopt an animal. 

Time Needed
30–45 minutes

Materials
“Finding Your Match” 
questionnaire
Optional: Books about animal care 
for different species (and different 
dog breeds)

Insider Tips
Consider doing some research in 
advance so that you are ready to 
suggest which animals might be 
good matches for your students if 
they ask for help. 
Remember to emphasize that 
it is important not to make 
assumptions about an animal’s 
personality because each animal 
is an individual, but that it can be 
helpful to become familiar with 
the tendencies of certain breeds 
of dog. For example, Jack Russell 
Terriers tend to be very high 
energy. Hound dogs tend to be 
calmer dogs. Staffordshire terriers 
tend to be very loyal dogs. 
Encourage students to talk to the 
staff at the adoption center about 
what they are looking for in a 
companion. The staff members will 
help them find their match and be 
impressed that they have thought 
ahead about the qualities they are 
looking for in a companion.

Source: HEART
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Were there any questions that did not matter to you? Why or why 
not? (e.g., what the animal looks like) 
Did you have an animal in mind that you thought would be your 
perfect match but then reconsidered? If so, why? (e.g., a student may 
have thought s/he wanted a dog, but then realized without a yard  
s/he would have to take the dog out multiple times a day for exercise 
and to go to the bathroom and s/he would not have the time.) 
What type of animal did you think would be your perfect match  
and why?
What are some additional considerations, not on the questionnaire, 
that you should make before choosing an animal to adopt? 

Wrap Up:
1. Ask the students whether they think this activity can help someone 

find his/her perfect match.
2. Tell the students that if their whole family wanted to adopt 

an animal, all family members might consider filling out the 
questionnaire together to help them decide on the perfect match for 
the whole family. 

3. Let the students know that there are many different types of animals 
that are in need of adoption, such as dogs, cats, guinea pigs, rabbits, 
reptiles, birds, hamsters, and a wide variety of other companion 
animals.

Activity 3: Finding Your Match (continued)

Insider Tips (continued)

Classroom Teachers
As an extension activity, assign 
students different species of animals 
to learn more about their natural 
behaviors and how to provide them 
with proper care to meet their 
needs. Afterward ask the students 
if there is an animal they learned 
about that they think would be a 
good match for them and why. 

Outside Humane Educators
If possible, bring a few books on 
animal care for a few different 
species of animals so that the 
students can use them as a 
reference for deciding on a perfect 
match. The books can also be a 
good resource during the group 
sharing session. 
Remind students that they can find 
many different species of animals 
available for adoption through 
Petfinder.com, which provides 
personality descriptions of the 
animals so that potential adopters 
can know more about them.
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Name: ___________________________________________  Date: _______________________

Finding Your Match

1. What commitments do you have that keep you busy? (Circle all those that apply.)

 School Homework Sports Arts Clubs Chores
 Hobbies Time with human friends Other___________________________

2. How many hours on average do you think your activities take every day? Add them up, then 
add 8 hours for sleeping and 2 hours for eating. How much time do you have left to spend 
with your animal?

3. How much space do you have for an animal? How will your animal get exercise? 

4. Do you want an animal who is more independent and only needs a little of your time or an 
animal who is really dependent and wants to be with you all of the time?

 Independent  or Dependent

5. Do you want an animal who cuddles and sleeps in the bed with you or an animal who sleeps 
in his/her own place?

 Cuddles or Sleeps in his/her own place

6. Do you want an animal who is full of energy and wants to play a lot or a calm animal?
 High energy  Medium Energy  Low energy

7. Do you care about size? A big animal or a small animal?
 Very small Small Medium Large Very large 

8. Do you care about what your animal looks like? If yes, describe. 
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Finding Your Match (continued)

9. Do you care about the gender of the animal?
 Male  Female It doesn’t matter 

10. Do you want a younger animal or older animal? 
 Baby  Young  Middle-aged  Senior Animal (older) 

11. What do you most look forward to about having an animal? (Circle all that apply.)
 Playing with him/her  Watching his/her behaviors  Going for walks
 Petting him/her    Cuddling/holding
 Other___________________________________

12. How would you describe the personality of your perfect animal? (Circle all that apply.) 
 Lovable   Serious  Courageous   Smart
 Silly  Affectionate   Curious  Mischievous 
 Shy   Playful  Peaceful/Calm  Sweet
 Fun  Other_________________ 

13. Is there anything else you are looking for in your match?

14. What animal do you think would be the best match for you and why?  
(you can be general or specific) 



Humane Education Resource Guide     93
TeachHumane.org

Grades 6–8: Activities

Overview: Students will create maps of their neighborhoods, 
highlighting different landmarks related to animals.

Procedure:
Introduction
Ask students to list the different components of a map. (Possible 
answers: scale; legend or key; title; north arrow; neatline.)
Humane Map
1. Explain to the students that they will be creating a “humane map,” 

a map of their neighborhood that focuses on animals. Ask students 
what they think a “humane map” would show. (Possible answers: 
pet supply stores; dog parks; veterinarian offices; animal hospitals; 
public parks; animal shelters; rescue group locations; places where 
wild animals live.)

2. List all of the students’ responses and discuss. Have the class 
collectively decide which locations should be included in the 
“humane map.” Include all of the possible answers from Step 1.

3. Have the students discuss and agree upon a symbol for each location 
(e.g., a dog face to symbolize a dog park on the map).

Research & Mapping
Hand each student a map of the neighborhood. Instruct the students to 
research online the different places they listed. The students then draw 
the symbol of each place on their maps 
in the correct location.

Wrap Up:
1. Once students have completed their 

“humane maps,” review the students’ 
findings for accuracy.

2. Ask the students if there were any 
places they listed that were not in 
their neighborhood. If not, should 
they be? Why is it important to 
have each of these places in every 
neighborhood?

3. Ask students why they believe it is important for animal guardians 
and general citizens to know the locations of all these places.

Activity 4: Humane Map 

Objectives
Students will be able to…

List the different parts of a map.
Locate landmarks in their 
neighborhood.
Practice their research skills.

Time Needed
30–60 minutes
(Optional) 2 days

Materials
Whiteboard / chalkboard
Dry erase markers / chalk
Neighborhood maps
Markers / colored pencils / crayons
Computers with Internet access

Insider Tips
To create the map, use a mapping 
website, such as Google Maps, 
Yahoo Maps, or Mapquest, then 
zoom in until you have the amount 
of area you want to cover.
If you have time, have groups 
or pairs of students explore the 
neighborhood and record the 
places they find on the humane 
map. Caution: Be extremely explicit 
about where students may and may 
not travel.

Classroom Teachers
For a more individualized activity, 
have students create maps centered 
around their homes.
As an extension, have students 
prepare questions and conduct an 
interview with people who work at 
“humane map” locations. 

Outside Humane Educators
Before doing this activity, identify 
the locations you want to include 
on the map.

Source: HEART
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Overview: Students will watch and review one of their favorite 
movies with a critical lens by examining whether or not the movie is 
humane.

Procedure: 
DAY 1
Introduction
1. Ask the students how they become interested in seeing a movie. Do 

they read any reviews of a movie before they decide to go see it?
2. Ask the students, “What should a good movie review include?” List 

their responses. Include the following possible answers if not said 
by students: plot/character/setting summary; proper organization; 
writer’s opinion with supporting details, and outside information/
context about the movie.

Humane Lens
1. Write the word humane on the board. Ask students to define the 

word humane in their own words.
A dictionary definition—marked by compassion, sympathy, or 
consideration for people or animals 

2. Ask the students, “How can a movie be humane?” “What are some 
themes or topics a movie can present that are considered humane?”
Humane Movie Themes:

Reverence for animals (i.e. wildlife, companion animals, farm 
animals)
Spreading compassion to others, including other species
Working toward justice for animals
Treating animals with compassion, empathy and kindness
Stopping the exploitation of animals (protecting animals)
Animals as sentient beings
Human/animal bond

3. Ask the students for examples of movies that might have humane 
themes. Explain to the students that any movie can have a humane 
theme and that some are easier to spot than others.

Humane Movie Review
Hand each student a “Humane Movie Review” handout and instruct 
them to go home, watch one of their favorite movies, and complete the 
“Humane Movie Review” handout. 

Activity 5: Humane Movie Review 

Objectives
Students will be able to…

Explain all the necessary 
components of a quality movie 
review.
Watch movies and television shows 
with a critical lens by considering 
whether they are humane.
Write a movie review.

Time Needed
30–45 minutes
2 Days

Materials
Whiteboard / chalkboard
Dry erase markers / chalk
“Humane Movie Review” handout

Source: HEART
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DAY 2
Review
1. Have students 

share their 
“Humane Movie 
Review” handout 
answers in pairs.

2. Once each 
student has 
shared in his or 
her pair, ask the 
whole class for 
volunteers to share the movie they saw, a summary of the plot,  
and answers to the handout.

Activity 5: Humane Movie Review (continued)

Insider Tips
Bring a copy of an example of 
a good movie review. Have the 
students read it and explain what 
they thought the reviewer did well.
If there is a movie that you believe 
highlights many of the humane 
themes discussed in class, assign 
that movie to the students to 
watch and have them complete the 
“Humane Movie Review” handout 
based on that movie.
Be prepared to discuss the usage of 
animals in films/television. 
Useful links:

http://articles.latimes.com/2011/
aug/14/entertainment/la-ca-
animal-movies-20110814 
Pro Animal Actors 
http://www.
americanhumanefilmtv.org/
about/
Anti Animal Actors 
http://www.peta.org/issues/
animals-in-entertainment/
animal-actors.aspx 

Classroom Teachers
This activity can be modified to be 
a “Humane Literature Review” if 
your students are learning about 
the reviewing process. 
If viewing a film during class time, 
pause the film periodically to allow 
students to take notes and answer 
questions on the “Humane Movie 
Review” handout.

Outside Humane Educators
To make sure each student goes 
home and watches a movie with 
a humane theme, create a list of 
movies or movie genres for the 
students to choose from.
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Name: ___________________________________________  Date: _______________________

Humane Movie Review

Movie Title:  _____________________________________________________  Year: __________
Plot Summary:  
 
 
 

Guiding Questions
1. Were there any animals in the movie?  Yes / No
 1a. If so, were they animated or were real animals used?  Animated / Real / Both 
 1b. If so, were the animals portrayed positively or negatively? Explain.

2. Did any human characters use animals in the movie? (Examples: riding a horse; raising farm 
animals; having a police dog.)  Yes / No

 2a. If so, did the character(s) treat the animal(s) humanely? Explain.

3. What were the overall themes of the movie?

4. Did any of the themes have to do with animals or the treatment of animals? If so,  
were those themes positive or negative? Explain.
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Name: ___________________________________________  Date: _______________________

Movie Review

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Humane Movie Review (continued)
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Overview: Students will consider the differences between buying 
animals sold for profit and adopting animals from adoption centers. 

Procedure:
Introduction
Introduce the topic by asking students what they think the differences 
are between pet stores that sell animals for profit and adoption centers 
that adopt out animals. 
A Dog is Someone, Not Something
1. Ask the students what the difference is between getting a dog and 

getting the latest computer or phone models. 
Possible answers: 

Dogs are living beings and electronics are things. 
Dogs have feelings and electronics do not. 
Dogs need love and attention, but electronics do not need 
anything.
Dogs are their own beings and electronics are just there for us  
to use. 

2. Do you think that we should sell living beings? Allow students to 
respond. 

3. Do you think that we should own living beings? Allow students to 
respond. 
Note: Some people choose to use the word guardian instead of 
owner when referring to their relationships to their animals because 
they believe their role is to look after their animals, to do what’s best 
for them, and to take care of them, not to own or control them. 

Comparing the Ads
1. Let the students know that they are going to compare and contrast 

ads from breeders and adoption centers to see what they can learn 
from the ads. 

2. Break the students up into groups of three or four. Give each group 
five or six ads for dogs/puppies for sale from the local newspaper 
and descriptions of dogs/puppies available for adoption at local 
animal adoption centers. 

3. Ask students to compare and contrast the ads using the Ad 
Questions Guide Sheet. 

4. Once the students have completed the questions ask them to share 
out loud. 

Grades 6–8: Lessons

Lesson 1: How Much is that Doggie in the 
Window? 

Objectives
Students will be able to…

Explain some of the differences 
between selling a dog and 
adopting a dog. 

Time Needed
45–60 minutes
1 class period

Materials
Online or newspaper ads of 
breeders selling dogs
“Ads” from Petfinder.com or local 
adoption centers about dogs 
available for adoption
“Ad Questions Guide” sheet

Source: HEART
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Grades 6–8: Lessons

Crossing the Line
Ask students whether they would “cross the line” based on their views. 
That is, if they strongly agree with each statement listed below, they will 
cross a “line” (of your making) that divides the classroom. While they 
are standing, ask students to justify their positions.

I would get my dog from a breeder.
I would get my dog from an adoption center.
I would get my dog from a pet store.
I know I should get my dog from an adoption center, but I feel 
uncomfortable doing that and no one should force me.
Animal homelessness is a serious problem.

Wrap Up:
1. Ask students to share what they have learned from this activity.

Note: Challenge students to articulate the differences between 
buying a dog from a breeder and adopting an animal from an 
adoption center. 

2. Ask students, if they wanted to have a dog, if this activity influenced 
where they would go to find a dog and why or why not. Allow 
students to share.

3. Ask students if they know how many animals enter adoption centers 
every year in the United States. (Answer: 5–7 million in 2013)

4. Ask students if they know how many animals are euthanized every 
year in the United States. (Answer: 3–4 million in 2013)

5. Ask students if they think that people have an ethical obligation to 
adopt animals and why or why not. 

Lesson 1: How Much is that Doggie in the 
Window? (continued)Insider Tips

You can visit Petfinder.com to find 
“ads” for dogs who are up for 
adoption. 
This lesson focused on dogs, 
but you could also compare and 
contrast ads for cats/kittens for sale 
and cats/kittens who are up for 
adoption. 
Be prepared to explain to the 
students that not all adoption 
centers euthanize, but that the 
ones that do are trying their best 
to place the animals in good 
homes. Have a discussion about the 
root of the problem and consider 
ways to reduce the number of 
homeless animals. 

Classroom Teachers
As an extension activity you could 
have the students imagine that 
they are on the state legislature. 
Let them know that they will vote 
on a bill that would require all 
breeders to have licenses and that 
only a limited number of licenses 
will be issued. They will need to 
consider the reasons people will 
oppose the bill and reasons people 
will support the bill and then have 
a class vote. 
This activity aligns to Common 
Core Literacy Standard 5 and 
Speaking and Listening Standard 1.

Outside Humane Educators
Be prepared to define euthanasia 
because some students may not 
know what it is. 
When breaking students up into 
small groups, ask the students 
to assign one person to be the 
recorder, to write the group’s 
answers down, and one person 
to be the reporter to share the 
group’s answers with the rest of 
the class.

Resource Links
PetFinder: http://www.petfinder.
com/
ASPCA: http://www.aspca.org/
about-us/faq



Humane Education Resource Guide     100
TeachHumane.org

Name: ___________________________________________  Date: _______________________

Ad Questions Guide Sheet

1. What information does the breeder’s ad provide about each dog?

2. What information does the adoption center’s ad provide about each dog?

3. What information does the breeder’s ad focus on?

4. What information does the adoption center’s ad focus on?

5. What do you think are the main differences between these ads? Why?

6. What do you think is the main goal of the breeders? 

7. What do you think is the main goal of the adoption centers? 
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Overview: By assessing the cost of the care of companion animals, 
students will recognize that part of the responsibility of animal 
guardianship is having the means to provide for their animals’ needs.

Procedure:
Introduction
Let the students know that they are going to pretend that they are 
adopting companion animals. Explain that while having animals is a lot 
of fun, it is also a big responsibility because when you have animals you 
are responsible for providing for their needs. 
Group Work
1. Explain to students that they are going to consider the cost of care 

for their companion animals by deciding what they think their 
animals need and comparing that to their budgets to see whether or 
not they can afford the cost of care. 

2. Break the students into groups of 4 or 5. Each group will be given an 
animal and will investigate his/her needs (small dog, large dog, cat, 
guinea pig, small bird, or hamster).  

3. Hand out the Expense Guide Worksheet. Ask them to start by 
brainstorming everything they can think of that their companion 
animal will need that has a cost. When they consider the costs they 
should decide if they think it is a single, one-time expense (e.g., 
spay/neuter), a monthly expense (e.g., food) or a yearly expense 
(e.g., vaccinations). 

4. Hand out the Cost of Care sheet with suggested items that their 
animals will need and the estimated costs for the items. They 
should start by writing down the cost of all the items they already 
brainstormed. Then they will review the Cost of Care sheet to see if 
there are any additional items on the list that they think they should 
get for their animals. They will add up all the expenses to see what 
the cost of care will be for the initial year of adoption, consider 
ongoing yearly expenses, and then also factor in monthly expenses. 

5. Each group of students will receive a sealed envelope with an income 
card indicating the amount of money they have saved to spend on 
the initial year of care and how much they can afford to spend for 
care on a monthly basis. They will need to compare the amount of 
money they have to their total expenses. 
Follow up questions: 

Can you afford the cost of care of your companion animal?
Is there anywhere that you can cut costs and still provide for your 
animal?  Also, list the pros and cons of eliminating one item.  
 

Grades 6–8: Lessons

Lesson 2: How Much Is the Cost of Care? 

Objectives
Students will be able to…

Identify the essential needs for the 
care of a companion animal and 
consider the expenses related to 
those needs. 
Calculate the difference between 
one’s expenses and one’s income. 

Time Needed
45–60 minutes
1 class period

Materials
“Cost of Care Breakdown” handout
“Expense Guide” worksheet
Income cards
Envelopes

Source: ASPCA and Heart
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Grades 6–8: Lessons

(The groups should come to a consensus. To help the consensus 
building, each group should make a list to prioritize the necessity 
of each expense.)
Do you think you should reconsider adopting this animal?  
Do you think you could afford the care of a different companion 
animal? 
If you can afford the cost of care for your animal, what are other 
considerations you need to think about before adopting? (Possible 
answers: adequate time to spend with the animal; need for 
petsitting or kenneling when you go away on vacation; sufficient 
space for the animal; safe and warm sleeping area for the animal; 
commitment for the animal’s lifetime; and knowing how to meet 
the animal’s needs.)
If you had plenty of money for the cost of care of your companion, 
what might you do with your extra money? 

Note: After students answer, if it is not brought up, ask them if they 
would consider donating to an animal shelter or rescue group to 
help homeless animals. 

Whole Group Discussion 
1. Ask each group of students to share what they discussed with the 

whole class and their final decisions about whether or not they 
believed they could afford the cost of care for their animal. 

2. After each group shares, allow the other groups to comment on 
whether or not they agree with the group’s choice to adopt or not to 
adopt based on the cost of care and the group’s income.

3. Ask students: If you did not think that you could afford to properly 
care for an animal, but you still love animals and want to help them, 
what could you do? (Possible answers: If their friends or neighbors 
work long hours or are physically challenged, the students can help 
by walking their dogs or playing with their cats; volunteer at a local 
shelter or rescue group; and/or conduct a shelter drive to donate 
useful items to homeless dogs and cats, like toys, beds, and food.)

Wrap Up:
Ask the students to share what they learned from this activity. (Possible 
answers: it is important to think about the cost of care before adopting 
an animal; if you do not have the means to provide for the animal’s 
needs, it is more responsible not to adopt; even if you can afford the 
cost of care for a companion animal, there are other things to consider 
before adopting; taking care of an animal is a big responsibility; there 
are ways to help an animal even if you do not have your own.)

Lesson 2: How Much Is the Cost of Care? (continued)
Insider Tips

Students may have different ideas 
about what the essential needs 
are for their animals. Make sure 
there is time in the discussion to 
consider what the students believe 
to be essential or non-essential 
and challenge them to not cut 
anything out from their budget 
that is important for their animal’s 
welfare and/or the well-being of 
animals in general (e.g., spaying/
neutering). 

Classroom Teachers
If you have additional time, the 
students can divide up the items 
on the expense guide worksheet 
and contact local pet supply stores, 
veterinarians and adoption groups 
to research the current cost of the 
items and services in your local 
neighborhood. 
This activity aligns to Common 
Core Speaking and Listening 
Standards 6.1c, 7.1c, and 8.1c.

Outside Humane Educators
The math required for this activity 
may be difficult for some students. 
Challenge them to try to do the 
addition on their own first and 
only use a calculator if they need 
help or want to check their work.

Resource Links
ASPCA: http://www.aspca.org/
about-us/faq
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Based on your income and 
expenses you have about  
$30/month and $700 for the  
1st year for the cost of care for 
your companion animal.

Based on your income and 
expenses you have about  
$167/month and $2000 for the  
1st year for the cost of care for 
your companion animal.

Based on your income and 
expenses you have about  
$25/month and $800 for the  
1st year for the cost of care for 
your companion animal.

Based on your income and 
expenses you have about  
$45/month and $680 for the  
1st year for the cost of care for 
your companion animal.

Based on your income and 
expenses you have about  
$35/month and $500 for the  
1st year for the cost of care for 
your companion animal.

Based on your income and 
expenses you have about  
$10/month and $100 for the  
1st year for the cost of care for 
your companion animal.

Income Cards
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Cost of Care Breakdown

How much is that doggie (or kitty, rabbit, rat, goldfish or guinea pig . . . ) in the shelter window?  
In addition to the initial cost of adoption, there’s a whole litany of expenses that the average pet  
guardian will incur within a year. To make it easier for you to plan for your new arrival, we’ve prepared  
a financial breakdown of the annual costs of caring for a variety of species.

Costs Sm. 
Dog

Med. 
Dog

Lg. 
Dog Cat Rabbit G. Pig Sm. 

Mamm
Sm. 
Bird Fish

Annual Costs
Food 1 $55 $120 $235 $115 $190 $105 $50 $75 $20
Recurring Medical 2 $210 $235 $260 $160 $70 $70 $85
Litter 3 $165 $415 $415 $210
Toys/Treats $40 $55 $75 $25 $40 $30 $25 $25
License $15 $15 $15
Health Insurance 4 $225 $225 $225 $175
Misc. $35 $45 $65 $30 $15 $15 $15 $15 $15

Annual Total $580 $695 $875 $670 $730 $635 $300 $200 $35

Capital Costs

Spay/Neuter $190 $200 $200 $145 $160
Other initial 
medical 5

$70 $70 $70 $130

Collar/Leash $25 $30 $35 $10
Litter Box $25 $25
Scratching Post $15
Cage $100 $70 $40 $70
Carrier bag $40 $60 $40 $40
Crate $35 $95 $125
Aquarium Equip. 6 $200
Training Class $110 $110 $110

Capital Total $470 $565 $560 $365 $325 $70 $40 $70 $200

Special Costs

Long Hair Groom $264 $320 $408

First Year Total $1, 314 $1,580 $1,843 $1,035 $1,055 $705 $340 $270 $235

1  Premium brand dry kibble
2   Exam, vaccinations, heartworm preventative and topical flea/tick 

preventative
3   Scoopable litter for cats, scooped daily; hardwood shavings or 

recycled paper products for rabbits, guinea pigs and small mammals, 
changed at least weekly

4   Insurance coverage varies: some policies cover spay/neuter, 
vaccinations, and heartworm medication. The annual 
deductible will also vary depending on the policy

5  Deworming, basic blood tests and microchip
6   Basic twenty gallon set up with light/hood, outside filter, 

undergravel filters, air pump and gravel. Does not include fish.
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Name: ___________________________________________  Date: _______________________

Expense Guide Worksheet

The Cost of Care    Our group’s animal: __________________________

Initial Costs/One-Time Costs

Item Approximate Cost

 Total Initial Cost:

Monthly Costs

Item Approximate Cost

Total Monthly Cost:

Monthly Cost x 12 Months = Monthly Costs for the Year  ___________________________
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Yearly Costs

Item Approximate Cost

Total Yearly Cost:

 Initial Cost :  _________________________

 +Monthly Costs for the Year :  _________________________

 +Yearly Cost :  _________________________

 Total First Year =  _________________________  

Expense Guide Worksheet (continued)
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Overview: Students will examine the phrase “to test on animals” as it 
relates to cosmetics and household products. After discussing the topic, 
playing a trivia game, and creating and performing commercials for 
cruelty-free products, students will learn about some of the alternatives 
to animal testing.

Procedure:
Introduction
1. Ask the students to pretend that they work for a shampoo company 

and that the company just developed a new shampoo. Before the 
company can start selling the shampoo, you (the students) need to 
make sure it is safe for people to use.

2. Ask the students what they could do to make sure the product is safe 
for people to use. Write down student responses on the board.

3. Explain that companies have choices with how to test a product’s 
safety and some companies choose to test on animals. Explain that 
today’s topic is about product animal testing, or when companies 
test the safety of household items and cosmetics on animals.

What is Product Animal Testing?
1. Ask students what is meant by the phrase, “to test on animals.”

Possible answer: Many times when companies make new cosmetics 
or household products, like shampoos or detergents, they will test 
them on animals to see if they are safe for human use. Companies 
usually perform three different types of tests. One is the Lethal Dose 
50 test and the others are the Draize skin and eye irritancy tests.

2. Divide students into small groups and hand each group the 
information cards detailing the nature of both the LD50 and the 
Draize tests and ask students to read them.

Trivia Game of True or False
1. While the students remain in their small groups, hand out the four 

Trivia Game Cards. Instruct the students that they will take turns 
reading the questions while the rest of the group will guess whether 
or not the statement is true or false. The reader will flip the card 
over to reveal the answer after each student has guessed.

2. Review answers as a group. Answer any student questions.
Commercial Time
1. Show the students a product with the “Cruelty-Free” logo. Explain 

to the students that not all products are tested on animals and that 
there are products (shampoos, deodorants, detergents, cosmetics 
and others) that have a label like the one shown. The label indicates 
that this product was not tested on an animal, and confirmed by an 
organization outside of the company.

Grades 6–8: Lessons

Lesson 3: Don’t Test on Me 

Objectives
Students will be able to…

Explain what the phrase “to test 
on animals” means.
Describe three common types of 
product tests performed on animals 
(i.e. LD50 and Draize eye and skin 
irritancy tests).
List alternatives to animal testing 
and be able to identify cruelty-free 
products.

Time Needed
45–60 minutes
1 class period

Materials
Information cards (5 sets)

LD50
Draize Eye/Skin Test

“Trivia Game” cards (5 sets)
“Commercial Time” script
Product with a cruelty-free logo

Insider Tips
When students are reading 
about the LD50 and Draize tests, 
incorporate age-appropriate 
images of these tests so students 
may gain a deeper understanding 
of their effects on animals.
Instead of one cruelty-free product, 
bring in numerous products, ideally 
with a variety of cruelty-free 
labels, so each student group can 
have a tangible product to do a 
commercial about.

Source: HEART
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Grades 6–8: Lessons

2. Explain to the students that, in their groups, they will create 
a 1-minute commercial for a cruelty-free product (shampoo, 
deodorant, detergent, cosmetic).

3. Review the following guidelines for your commercial together as a 
class:

The commercial needs to be between 30 seconds and 1 minute 
in length.
The commercial needs to be convincing and make people want 
to purchase the product.
At some point, your commercial must mention that the product 
is cruelty-free.
Everyone in your group must participate in the commercial.

4. Model the activity for the students using the Commercial Time 
Script.

5. Have the student groups perform the commercials they created. 

Wrap Up:
1. Ask students how they feel about testing on animals to make new 

cosmetics and household goods.
2. Ask students what they can do if they do not want to support animal 

testing. Possible answers:
Write to companies and legislators.
Boycott products.
Educate others on these topics.
Support organizations dedicated to labeling products  
“cruelty-free.”

Lesson 3: Don’t Test on Me (continued)
Insider Tips (continued)

Classroom Teachers
As an extension activity, have 
students choose one product in 
their house and see if it was tested 
on animals or not. If it was tested 
on animals, have them research 
cruelty-free alternatives.
This activity aligns to Common 
Core Reading Standard 3 and 
Writing Standards 4 and 7.

Outside Humane Educators
If you are unable to make sets of 
the Trivia Game cards, create a 
True/False quiz handout and go 
over the answers together as a 
group.

Resource Links
Cruelty-Free Products

www.leapingbunny.org
http://www.humanesociety.
org/issues/cosmetic_testing/
compassionate_consumer/take_
action.html
http://www.peta.org/living/beauty-
and-personal-care/companies/
default.aspx

Anti-Animal Testing
http://www.aavs.org
http://www.peta.org/issues/animals-
used-for-experimentation/default.
aspx
http://www.neavs.org/research/
testing

Pro-Animal Testing
http://animaltestingperspectives.
org/
http://www.aalas.org
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Animal Testing Information Sheet

Directions: Create sets of index cards to hand out to students using the following information

Draize Skin or Eye Irritancy Test
Scientists will drip the experimental substance into the eyes or onto 
the skin of an animal. The animals are then observed over the course 
of several days for redness, ulceration, swelling, bleeding or discharge. 
When the experiment is over, the animals are usually killed.

Lethal Dose 50 Test (LD50)
This test determines the amount of a toxic substance that will kill  
50% of animals in a test group. During a lethal dose test, the 
experimental substance is involuntarily fed to animals, pumped into 
their stomachs by a tube, injected under the skin, or forcibly inhaled 
through a gas mask.
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Trivia Game Information Sheet (front)

Directions: Create sets of index cards to hand out to students using the following information

Testing cosmetics and household products on animals  
is required by law.

The only alternative to testing on animals is testing on people.

Every country in the world tests on animals.

Animal welfare laws protect animals used in research.
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Directions: Create sets of index cards to hand out to students using the following information

FALSE. There is no law that requires animal testing for cosmetics and household products.  
The Food and Drug Administration only requires that each ingredient in a cosmetics product 
be “adequately substantiated for safety” prior to marketing or that the product carry a warning 
label indicating that its safety has not been determined. And household products, which are 
regulated by the Consumer Product Safety Commission, do not have to be tested on animals. 
Source: A. Goldberg and T. Hartung, Protecting More than Animals & In Defense of Animals,  
The Truth About Vivisection, Frequently Asked Questions, webpage

FALSE. Many companies test on cells that are collected in test tubes. This process is called 
in-vitro testing. Several companies have even produced synthetic (or fake) skin that can be 
used as an alternative.

Source: A. Goldberg and T. Hartung, Protecting More than Animals

FALSE. The legal requirements (or laws) for testing vary widely around the world.  
The European Union has banned cosmetic testing on animals.

Source: New York Times, E.U. Bans Cosmetics With Animal-Tested Ingredients, March 11, 2013

TRUE & FALSE. The Animal Welfare Act (AWA) is the primary law covering laboratory 
animals in the United States, but it does not cover what can be done to an animal during 
an experiment. It only applies to the type of care an animal receives before and after 
experimentation. Also, the law does not protect birds, rats, or mice used in research.

Trivia Game Information Sheet (back)
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Commercial Time Script

Directions: This commercial requires two participants: the instructor and either 
another instructor or volunteer. 

[Two instructors pretend to fold laundry.]

Instructor 1:  (Instructor 2’s name), you always have the most amazing smelling 
laundry. Your clothes smell like a garden!

Instructor 2:   Thank you, (Instructor 1). I’m going to let you know my secret. I only 
use Mrs. Meyer’s brand laundry detergent. They make their product 
using only natural ingredients and they never test their product on 
animals. Most importantly, it smells amazing!

Instructor 1:  They don’t tests on animals? How do I know if their product is safe?

Instructor 2:   Don’t be silly. You don’t need to test on animals to make sure a 
product is safe. There are a lot of alternatives to testing on animals, 
such as testing products on fake or synthetic skin.

Instructor 1:  Wow, I didn’t know that! I can’t wait to buy a Mrs. Meyer’s brand 
laundry detergent. 

Instructor 2:   The animals will thank you for it!

Instructor 1 and Instructor 2: Hahaha!
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Overview: Students will examine the lives of farmed animals, 
specifically egg-laying hens living in battery cages. Students will 
be presented with proposed legislation banning battery cages and 
opposing viewpoints on the bill. Students will decide which viewpoint 
best represents their own, and write a persuasive paragraph based on 
the bill and their knowledge of factory farming. 

Procedure:
Introduction
1. Ask students to list the basic needs of companion animals. Write 

down the students’ responses. (Possible answers: food; water; shelter; 
exercise; medical care; and space to move around.)

2. Referring to the list the students just created, ask them if they believe 
the same needs apply to cows, pigs, chickens, goats, turkeys, and 
sheep. Ask the students what these animals have in common and 
how people usually refer to them.

3. Ask the students if dogs and cats have basic emotions such as 
happiness, loneliness and sadness. Then ask students if they think 
farmed animals have the same basic emotions.

True or False Questions
1. Inform the students that they will now be playing a quick game of 

True or False. After the instructor reads the statement, the students 
will either raise one finger to indicate “True” or raise two fingers to 
indicate “False.”

Most farmed animals live on small family farms where they are 
treated humanely (with empathy, kindness and compassion).
FALSE. More than 99% of farmed animals are raised on factory 
farms.
Most chickens who are raised for their eggs live in small cages 
where they cannot spread their wings or move around freely. 
TRUE. More than 90% of chickens raised for eggs live in battery 
cages.
Most farmed animals are raised outdoors and get plenty of sunlight.  
FALSE. Most live on factory farms and never go outside.
Pigs are intelligent and clean animals.  
TRUE. Many researchers believe they are more intelligent than  
dogs and they bathe in mud to protect their skin from sunburn and 
insect bites.
The price of eggs has increased since 1980.  
FALSE. After accounting for inflation, the price of chicken is 1/4th 
what it was in 1980. Factory farming has contributed to lower food 
prices.

Grades 6–8: Lessons

Lesson 4: Behind Closed Doors 

Objectives
Students will be able to…

Explain that factory farms exist 
because this form of agriculture 
maximizes profits and provides less 
expensive food.
Describe the conditions for animals 
on modern factory farms.
Analyze a bill that is intended to 
improve the living conditions for 
egg-laying hens.

Time Needed
45–60 minutes
1 class period

Materials
“Three Perspectives” handout
“What Do You Think About the 
Bill?” worksheet
(Optional) Pictures of:

Factory farms
Battery cages
Pigs
Egg price graphic

Source: HEART
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Grades 6–8: Lessons

2. Describe what the term “factory farm” means. (Possible answer: 
Factory farms are farms where large numbers of animals live in 
very crowded, small spaces. Many farmers switched to this type of 
farming beginning in the 1960s because they could raise a lot more 
animals and make more money. However, some people think this 
type of farming is cruel to the animals.)

Battery Cage Bill
1. Ask the class what they think the term “battery cage” means. Give 

students the hint that it involves chickens. 
Answer: These cages are used on factory farms to raise chickens 
for their eggs. Birds who live in these cages cannot spread their 
wings or move around comfortably.
If possible, show students pictures of hens in a battery cage.

2. Explain to the students that not everyone agrees that a bill requiring 
expansion of the cage size for hens is a good thing. Distribute the 
“Three Perspectives” handout and “What Do You Think About 
the Bill?” worksheet to each student. Instruct the students to 
read the three perspectives and other information on the “Three 
Perspectives” handout. 

3. Explain to the students that after they are finished reading the 
“Three Perspectives” handout they are to complete the “What Do 
You Think About the Bill?” worksheet.

4. Once the students have completed both the handout and the 
worksheet, instruct them to write a persuasive paragraph supporting 
their decision about which choice would be best.

Wrap Up:
1. Once the students have completed their paragraphs, request that 

volunteers representing each perspective read their persuasive 
paragraphs. (If one choice is not represented, then the instructor will 
speak on behalf of that choice).

2. Once each topic is presented, have the students pretend they are 
members of Congress and vote on the bill.

3. Ask students what they can do to help if they are concerned about 
the welfare of chickens in battery cages. (Possible answers: write to 
companies and legislators; boycott; stop eating eggs; educate others; 
and support farm animal protection organizations.)

Lesson 4: Behind Closed Doors (continued)
Insider Tips

For a more engaging discussion, 
bring in pictures of factory farms, 
battery cages, and farmed animals 
living in confinement on factory 
farms to show the students. You 
can use pictures from the Grade 3-5 
Lesson 5: Friends on the Farm.

Classroom Teachers
When reviewing the True or False 
Questions, consider using poster 
board or a PowerPoint or Keynote 
presentation to help the students 
visualize factory farm conditions.
This activity aligns to Common 
Core Reading Standards 1, 7, and 8; 
Speaking and Listening Standard 1; 
and Writing Standards 1 and 4.

Outside Humane Educators
If possible, consider showing The 
Meatrix® I, an animated video 
about factory farming conditions, 
following the True or False 
Question activity. The video can be 
found at http://www.themeatrix.
com/ (Produced by Free Range 
Studios, www.freerangestudios.
com, in conjunction with 
GRACE/Sustainable Table, www.
sustainabletable.org. Copyright © 
2003 GRACE)

Resource Links
Farm Animal Protection

www.farmsanctuary.org
www.hsus.org/farm_animals/
www.cok.net
www.eatwellguide.org

Pro-Animal Agriculture
www.consumerfreedom.com
http://www.debatabase.org/details.
asp?topicID=301
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Three Perspectives

Overview: There are people who support the bill because they think it is a good step 
toward improving the lives of chickens on factory farms. However, there are also people 
who do not support the bill because they think it is unnecessary and would cost too 
much money for the farmers and the people who buy eggs. There are also people who 
do not support the bill because they don’t think it does enough to improve the lives of 
the chickens. Below are different people’s opinions about the bill.

Opinions

Roberto: I do not support this bill because I think it is bad for farmers and 
people who buy eggs. If this bill passes, farmers will have to buy new cages 
for their hens. This will cost the farmers millions of dollars. Since farmers 
have to spend more money to produce eggs, they will have to charge the 
people who buy the eggs more money. I don’t think we all should have 
to pay more money for eggs because some people think hens need more 
room in their cages.

Liana: I support this bill because it will improve the lives of hens. I think it 
is unfair to keep animals in small cages their entire lives. Hens need room 
to move around and being in small cages their whole lives is cruel and 
frustrating for them. The new bill would double the size of the cages where 
the hens live. This bill will not make the lives of the hens perfect, but I think 
it is a step in the right direction.

Mikal: I do not support this bill because I do not think it does enough to 
help hens. This bill would only make the tiny cages slightly larger for the 
hens. This is an improvement, but it is still cruel to treat the hens this way. 
I believe that hens should not be in cages at all. Hens should live outside 
where they can freely move around. For this reason, I will only support a bill 
that bans all cages.
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Three Perspectives (continued)

If this bill became a law, all farms in the United States would have to:
Switch from battery cages to enriched cages [see picture below].
Double the size of cages used to raise the chickens who produce eggs we eat.
Have “environmental enrichments” such as perches, nesting boxes, and  
scratching areas.
Stop “forced molting” in which birds are purposefully starved to trick their bodies 
into creating more eggs.
Put a label on all cartons of eggs that explains how the chickens were treated. For 
example, it would explain if the chickens lived in “enriched” cages or were cage-free.

Battery Cage

Enrichment Cage
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Name: ___________________________________________  Date: _______________________

What Do You Think About the Bill?

Directions: There is a bill in Congress that is meant to improve the lives of egg-laying hens. 
Some people think the bill is a good idea and support it. Others think it is a bad idea and do not 
support it. After reading the different viewpoints about this bill, complete this decision analyzer. 

Position #1
This bill is a good idea.

Why would someone think the 
bill is a good idea? List as many 
possible supporting reasons 
and facts here:

Position #2
This bill is a bad idea.

Why would someone think the 
bill is a bad idea? List as many 
possible supporting reasons 
and facts here:

My Position: Circle the position you choose.
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Overview: Students will engage in a classroom discussion about their 
attitudes toward animals and animal use. Students will reexamine these 
attitudes after watching the Under One Sky video and answering factual 
and opinion based questions about the film.

Procedure:
Pre-Class
Label each corner of the room with a different sign. The four signs 
should read: Strongly Agree; Agree; Disagree; Strongly Disagree. 
Introduction
Inform students that in today’s lesson they will be examining their own 
personal attitudes toward animals as well as brainstorming actions 
groups and individuals, such as themselves, can take in order to make 
the world a better place for animals.
What’s Your View
1. Give students directions to the “What’s Your View?” activity.

The instructor will read a Viewpoint Statement aloud to the class.
The students will walk to the corner of the room that reflects their 
opinions about the statement.
The students must be prepared to explain the reasoning behind 
their opinions.
Once all the students have chosen a corner, the instructor will 
randomly call upon students from differing corners and lead a 
discussion on the topic.

2. Read each of the Viewpoint Statements.
Primates are our closest relatives and so they deserve more 
protection than other animals.
Animals should not be kept as pets.
Respect for animals is as important as respect for human beings.
People should be allowed to kill animals that damage their crops 
or eat their livestock.
Wild animals should only live in the wild.
People don’t need to spend time in nature.
It is acceptable for human beings to use animals.
It is not important to consider animals when planning 
development projects that meet human needs, such as housing or 
shopping.

3. Explain to students that they may change their minds and move to a 
different corner as a result of discussions.

Grades 6–8: Lessons

Lesson 5: What’s Your View? 

Objectives
Students will be able to…

Explain their general and more 
specific attitudes about animals 
and animal use.
Examine human relationships with 
animals and what characteristics 
animals may have that lead to 
people treating them differently.

Time Needed
45–60 minutes
1 class period

Materials
Under One Sky video 
https://vimeo.com/7063703
“What’s Your Score” quiz
4 large signs

Strongly Agree
Agree
Disagree
Strongly Disagree

Source: IFAW
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Grades 6–8: Lessons

4. After the exercise, ask the students if they were surprised by any 
of their peers’ responses. Ask how they generally feel about the 
importance of animals.

What’s Your Score Video
1. Inform the students that they will be watching a video and 

answering some questions about the video.
2. Prior to viewing the film, have the students read over the “What’s 

Your Score” quiz. Clarify any questions they might have before 
beginning the video and then show the film.

3. After viewing the film, give students time to complete the “What’s 
Your Score” quiz and then go over the answers. Invite discussion on 
the open-ended questions 8-10 on the quiz.

Wrap Up:
1. Ask for ideas on what can be done, as individuals or as a group, to 

make the world a better place for animals.
2. Revisit the “What’s Your View” statements and ask the students 

if their views have changed as a result of the film and if they have 
gained any new knowledge.

Lesson 5: What’s Your View? (continued)
Insider Tips

If it is too difficult for students to 
move and stand in each corner 
of the room, you can modify 
the “What’s Your View” activity 
by having one side of the room 
represent “Agree” and the 
opposite side represent “Disagree.”
You may wish to establish ground 
rules for discussion to encourage 
good listening, cooperation and 
sensitivity to different viewpoints. 

Classroom Teachers
As an extension activity, ask 
students to write a paragraph 
response to one of the “What’s 
Your View” statements.
As a lesson modification, choose 
a statement that divided the 
class and have the class conduct a 
formal debate on the issue.
This activity aligns to Common 
Core Reading Writing Standards 1 
and 4 and Speaking and Listening 
Standards 1, 2, 3, and 4.

Outside Humane Educators
If you find students having a 
difficult time brainstorming actions 
they can take to make the world 
a better place for animals, be 
prepared with a few examples to 
help them think of their own.
Do not feel compelled to get 
through all of the “What’s Your 
View” viewpoint statements. If 
a meaningful dialogue is taking 
place on a particular subject, don’t 
feel the need to jump to the next 
statement.

Resource Links
www.ifaw.org/lessons
www.aspca.org
www.hsus.org
www.teachhumane.org
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1
 

 How many species of animal  on earth have  

scientists named?

   a) approximately 10 million

   b) more than 1.8 million

   c) fewer than 800,000

2
 

  The variety of species on earth can be  

 described as: 

  a) biodiversity               b) true biology

  c) an ecosystem

3
 

 Elephants are the largest land animal on earth.

 a) True         b) False  

 

4
 

  Hummingbirds can flap  
their wings at:

  a) 220 beats per second

  b) 20 beats per second

  c) 200 beats per second

5
 

 To navigate and find food, whales use:

  a) their excellent senses of smell

  b) echolocation

  c) translocation

What have you learned from the video you have just seen? 

Check the correct answers below.

6
 

  Cats are believed to first  
have been kept as pets by 

  a) the Egyptians

  b) the Hebrews

  c) the Americans 

7
 

 Why do you think some countries still hunt whales?

 

 

8
 

  Why do you think that pets can make some people feel better?

9
 

  If responsible whale watching protects  

whales and generates revenue, why do  

you think some countries still hunt whales?

10    What two things  do to make the world a  

better place for animals? 

Answers: 1. b; 2. a; 3. True ; 4. c; 5. b; 6.a; ques-
tions 7 -10. It’s your decision!

What’s Your Score?




