
 Animal Communication

 LESSON PLAN  I  ACTIVITYFor ages 8-10Craft Activity

Happy Animal Environments

Discussion
To start, review what your group already knows 
about the animal related to the project. Consider 
asking students what the animal needs to be healthy. 
If they are stumped, follow up by asking what they 
themselves need to be healthy. They may propose 
healthful food, exercise, or trips to the doctor. 
Explain that these are often the same needs as those 
of the animal they are discussing, which may spur 
more ideas. Next, ask the students what the animal 
needs to be happy. This will spark ideas such as 
having fun or being loved.

During the review, point out the similarities shared 
between humans and animals, but mention the 
differences as well. For example, keeping clean is a 
similar need for chickens and humans, but chickens 
take dust baths to clean their feathers, while people 
take showers to clean their skin.   

All animal species have some common needs, 
including healthful food, clean water, fresh air, space 
to move, and opportunities to form appropriate 
social bonds, play, and groom themselves. But 
there are also distinct differences in needs between 
different animal species. 
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	 		Ask students to think about a time when someone showed them 
compassion (allow them to share with a partner and for a few to 
share with the whole group). Allow the group to reflect on what it 
feels like when someone shows compassion. 

	 		Ask students to think of a time they acted with compassion. 
Encourage them to think of examples that include not only people 
and animals, but also the environment. Explain how our natural 
world is also deserving of compassion. Allow a few students to share. 

2.  Compassion Activity  (25 min.)
	 		Explain that most of us make choices every day that are 

compassionate, but we could probably find ways of adding even 
more compassion into our lives.

	 		Explain that they will be creating their own Circle of Compassion. 

	 		Give each student a copy of the Circle of Compassion Handout. 
Explain that they are to add (with pictures or words) any people, 
groups, animals, or natural places they have compassion for. This 
means that they have done something to help that person, animal, 
or place (and do not harm them by their current actions). Challenge 
them to only add to their circle of compassion if they have been 
compassionate toward that person, place, or animal. If, for example, 
they really love tigers but have done nothing to help them, have 
them put tigers on the outside of the circle. 

	 		Ask students to share an example of who or what they have 
compassion for, emphasizing the acts that demonstrate that 
compassion (e.g., if students have compassion for trees, encourage 
them to explain how they conserve trees by recycling their paper).

	 		Encourage students to share additional ways that they can show 
compassion to each other, to family, and to people and animals in 
our global community. 

	 		Encourage students to think about ways that they can express 
compassion in their everyday lives related to the things they use, eat, 
and buy, and to the people, animals, and environments with whom 
or which they interact. Hand out the Compassionate Kid Stories.

	 		Organize the students into small groups, and have them read the 
Compassionate Kid Stories. 

	 		Ask students what the kids in the stories have in common, and allow 
for a short discussion about any ideas or inspiration the stories may 
have given them as they try to bring more elements into their own 
Circles of Compassion.

3. Wrap Up  (15 min.)
	 		Explain to students that even though this lesson is ending, this stage 

is when their real work to become compassionate can begin. Ask 
them to look at the list of people, places, animals, and groups outside 
of their circles. Ask a few students to share what is outside of their 
circle and brainstorm, as a group, what actions they can take to bring 
those elements into their circle. 

EXTENSION PROJECT

•  Research and Technology: 
Allow students to choose something 
they placed outside of their circle 
of compassion (see the Circle of 
Compassion activity in the Warm Up) 
to research and to consider how 
they can help that person, animal, 
or place. Allow students to use the 
internet to do an online research 
project with a safe internet search 
engine like www.kidrex.com. Using 
their research, ask students to create 
a presentation or digital poster that 
describes the person, animal, or 
place that they want to help, and 
make a call to action with ideas for 
how to show more compassion. If 
students are working in groups, we 
recommend using Google Slides 
or Padlet, and if they are creating 
a digital poster, we recommend 
Glogster. For presentations, 
students can do a gallery walk to 
see their classmates’ presentations. 
To save on printing paper, use QR 
codes or create a simple classroom 
website with links to each student’s 
presentation.

EDUCATOR SPOTLIGHT
Kristina Hulvershorn
I use this activity to really challenge 
students to think courageously about 
their own actions. I think that the core 
of humane education is not only about 
understanding the issues affecting 
other people, non-human animals, 
and our natural world, but also pairing 
that with an interest and a willingness 
to engage with those issues positively. 
This activity asks students to think 
of themselves as part of the real life 
action that unfolds before them every 
day and encourages them to be active 
participants by aligning their actions 
with their beliefs. There is an incredible 
thing that happens with this activity. 
You will have students opening up 
about what they care for in the world 
around them and searching for ways 
they can make a difference. Seize these 
moments and allow your students to 
harness this care and good will. This 
lesson can be the launching point 
for some poignant and meaningful 
projects and units of study.

In this activity, students will create shoebox dioramas that show animals living happily and healthily in 
their appropriate environment, surrounded by what they require to have their needs met.

Companion Animals
 

For companion animals, discuss special 
considerations for keeping a human home pet-
friendly and safe. Take the opportunity to point out 
ways that dogs or cats could hurt themselves in a 
house, such as getting tangled in loose electrical 
cords or eating a poisonous plant. This also goes for 
“small friend” companion animals -- such as birds, 
rabbits, or hamsters, who may live in enclosures 
within homes -- and discussing how to make 
those enclosures safe and stimulating, meeting the 
animals’ needs. 

Additionally, if applicable, address the importance 
of providing those animals with some time outside 
of their enclosures to move about more freely. And 
of course, because all companion animals live with 
and rely on humans, you can talk about what else 
humans can give to their companion animals to 
make their lives happy – namely, love and kindness!

Farm Animals
 
Although farm animals do not generally 
live in human homes, they still rely 
on humans to have many of their 
needs met because they have been 
domesticated. 

Portraying farm animals living on a 
sanctuary is a great way for youth to 
think about how people can responsibly 
care for the needs of farm animals and to 
consider what type of living environment 
they need to be happy and healthy.  

This is also a great opportunity to 
talk with youth about how we are 
connected to farm animals, even if we 
do not live on a farm. You can discuss 
how we can show love and compassion 
for all farm animals in our everyday 
choices.

Wild Animals

For wildlife, discuss how 
the natural world provides 
for the animals’ needs. 
However, this project is 
also a good opportunity 
for youth to think about 
how humans alter the 
natural world, which can 
affect its ability to fulfill 
the needs of wildlife. 
Continuing from there, 
explore how humans 
can be good neighbors 
to wildlife and, when 
necessary, provide wild 
animals with what they 
may be missing, such as 
bat homes, toad abodes, 
and bird feeders.
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2 Building Dioramas

To create a diorama, each student should have 
a small shoebox or other cardboard box. The 
students can decorate the inside of the diorama 
with recycled construction paper, paints, markers, 
crayons, and/or colored pencils. 

• The walls of the diorama should be decorated 
to look like the animal’s environment, whether 
it’s a home for a dog, a barn and pasture for a 
horse, or a pond for a duck. 

• The inside of the diorama can be decorated 
with all sorts of creative additions. Students 
can use clay to craft animals, gather fallen twigs 
from outside to represent trees, or even use 
repurposed materials such as a bottle cap for a 
cat’s water bowl. 

The photos below show the construction of a 
diorama by a student to provide as an example, 
but encourage your students to flex their creative 
muscles to design their own amazing artwork!

Present Work

Once students complete their dioramas, give them 
time to share their work with each other. 
• You can have the students do a “gallery walk” to 

see each other’s dioramas on display. Next to each 
diorama, provide a small pad of paper and a pen, 
and ask students to write comments about what 
they like about each project. 

• You could also have students present their 
dioramas to each other in front of the group. 

• Your organization can also exhibit the dioramas 
for visitors to see. 

3 Bonus:

If the projects are going to 
be displayed, invite students 
to create a short write-up 
describing all the important 
animal needs shown in their 
diorama to display alongside it.  
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