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Lesson 3: Don’t Test on Me
Overview: Students will examine the phrase “to test on animals” as it
relates to cosmetics and household products. After discussing the topic,
playing a trivia game, and creating and performing commercials for
cruelty-free products, students will learn about some of the alternatives
to animal testing.

Objectives
Students will be able to…
t Explain what the phrase “to test
on animals” means.
t Describe three common types of
product tests performed on animals
(i.e. LD50 and Draize eye and skin
irritancy tests).
t List alternatives to animal testing
and be able to identify cruelty-free
products.

Time Needed

Procedure:
Introduction
1. Ask the students to pretend that they work for a shampoo company
and that the company just developed a new shampoo. Before the
company can start selling the shampoo, you (the students) need to
make sure it is safe for people to use.
2. Ask the students what they could do to make sure the product is safe
for people to use. Write down student responses on the board.
3. Explain that companies have choices with how to test a product’s
safety and some companies choose to test on animals. Explain that
today’s topic is about product animal testing, or when companies
test the safety of household items and cosmetics on animals.
What is Product Animal Testing?
1. Ask students what is meant by the phrase, “to test on animals.”

45–60 minutes
1 class period

Materials
t Information cards (5 sets)
t LD50
t Draize Eye/Skin Test
t “Trivia Game” cards (5 sets)
t “Commercial Time” script
t Product with a cruelty-free logo

Insider Tips
t When students are reading
about the LD50 and Draize tests,
incorporate age-appropriate
images of these tests so students
may gain a deeper understanding
of their effects on animals.
t Instead of one cruelty-free product,
bring in numerous products, ideally
with a variety of cruelty-free
labels, so each student group can
have a tangible product to do a
commercial about.
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t Possible answer: Many times when companies make new cosmetics
or household products, like shampoos or detergents, they will test
them on animals to see if they are safe for human use. Companies
usually perform three different types of tests. One is the Lethal Dose
50 test and the others are the Draize skin and eye irritancy tests.
2. Divide students into small groups and hand each group the
information cards detailing the nature of both the LD50 and the
Draize tests and ask students to read them.
Trivia Game of True or False
1. While the students remain in their small groups, hand out the four
Trivia Game Cards. Instruct the students that they will take turns
reading the questions while the rest of the group will guess whether
or not the statement is true or false. The reader will flip the card
over to reveal the answer after each student has guessed.
2. Review answers as a group. Answer any student questions.
Commercial Time
1. Show the students a product with the “Cruelty-Free” logo. Explain
to the students that not all products are tested on animals and that
there are products (shampoos, deodorants, detergents, cosmetics
and others) that have a label like the one shown. The label indicates
that this product was not tested on an animal, and confirmed by an
organization outside of the company.
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Insider Tips (continued)
Classroom Teachers
t As an extension activity, have
students choose one product in
their house and see if it was tested
on animals or not. If it was tested
on animals, have them research
cruelty-free alternatives.
t This activity aligns to Common
Core Reading Standard 3 and
Writing Standards 4 and 7.
Outside Humane Educators
t If you are unable to make sets of
the Trivia Game cards, create a
True/False quiz handout and go
over the answers together as a
group.

Resource Links
Cruelty-Free Products
t www.leapingbunny.org
t http://www.humanesociety.
org/issues/cosmetic_testing/
compassionate_consumer/take_
action.html
t http://www.peta.org/living/beautyand-personal-care/companies/
default.aspx
Anti-Animal Testing
t http://www.aavs.org
t http://www.peta.org/issues/animalsused-for-experimentation/default.
aspx
t http://www.neavs.org/research/
testing

Lesson 3: Don’t Test on Me (continued)
2. Explain to the students that, in their groups, they will create
a 1-minute commercial for a cruelty-free product (shampoo,
deodorant, detergent, cosmetic).
3. Review the following guidelines for your commercial together as a
class:
t The commercial needs to be between 30 seconds and 1 minute
in length.
t The commercial needs to be convincing and make people want
to purchase the product.
t At some point, your commercial must mention that the product
is cruelty-free.
t Everyone in your group must participate in the commercial.
4. Model the activity for the students using the Commercial Time
Script.
5. Have the student groups perform the commercials they created.
Wrap Up:
1. Ask students how they feel about testing on animals to make new
cosmetics and household goods.
2. Ask students what they can do if they do not want to support animal
testing. Possible answers:
t Write to companies and legislators.
t Boycott products.
t Educate others on these topics.
t Support organizations dedicated to labeling products
“cruelty-free.”

Pro-Animal Testing
t http://animaltestingperspectives.
org/
t http://www.aalas.org
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Animal Testing Information Sheet
Directions: Create sets of index cards to hand out to students using the following information

Draize Skin or Eye Irritancy Test
Scientists will drip the experimental substance into the eyes or onto
the skin of an animal. The animals are then observed over the course
of several days for redness, ulceration, swelling, bleeding or discharge.
When the experiment is over, the animals are usually killed.

Lethal Dose 50 Test (LD50)
This test determines the amount of a toxic substance that will kill
50% of animals in a test group. During a lethal dose test, the
experimental substance is involuntarily fed to animals, pumped into
their stomachs by a tube, injected under the skin, or forcibly inhaled
through a gas mask.
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Trivia Game Information Sheet

(front)

Directions: Create sets of index cards to hand out to students using the following information

Testing cosmetics and household products on animals
is required by law.

The only alternative to testing on animals is testing on people.

Every country in the world tests on animals.

Animal welfare laws protect animals used in research.

TeachHumane.org
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Trivia Game Information Sheet

(back)

Directions: Create sets of index cards to hand out to students using the following information
FALSE. There is no law that requires animal testing for cosmetics and household products.
The Food and Drug Administration only requires that each ingredient in a cosmetics product
be “adequately substantiated for safety” prior to marketing or that the product carry a warning
label indicating that its safety has not been determined. And household products, which are
regulated by the Consumer Product Safety Commission, do not have to be tested on animals.
Source: A. Goldberg and T. Hartung, Protecting More than Animals & In Defense of Animals,
The Truth About Vivisection, Frequently Asked Questions, webpage

FALSE. Many companies test on cells that are collected in test tubes. This process is called
in-vitro testing. Several companies have even produced synthetic (or fake) skin that can be
used as an alternative.
Source: A. Goldberg and T. Hartung, Protecting More than Animals

FALSE. The legal requirements (or laws) for testing vary widely around the world.
The European Union has banned cosmetic testing on animals.
Source: New York Times, E.U. Bans Cosmetics With Animal-Tested Ingredients, March 11, 2013

TRUE & FALSE. The Animal Welfare Act (AWA) is the primary law covering laboratory
animals in the United States, but it does not cover what can be done to an animal during
an experiment. It only applies to the type of care an animal receives before and after
experimentation. Also, the law does not protect birds, rats, or mice used in research.
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Commercial Time Script
Directions: This commercial requires two participants: the instructor and either
another instructor or volunteer.
[Two instructors pretend to fold laundry.]
Instructor 1:

(Instructor 2’s name), you always have the most amazing smelling
laundry. Your clothes smell like a garden!

Instructor 2:

Thank you, (Instructor 1). I’m going to let you know my secret. I only
use Mrs. Meyer’s brand laundry detergent. They make their product
using only natural ingredients and they never test their product on
animals. Most importantly, it smells amazing!

Instructor 1:

They don’t tests on animals? How do I know if their product is safe?

Instructor 2:

Don’t be silly. You don’t need to test on animals to make sure a
product is safe. There are a lot of alternatives to testing on animals,
such as testing products on fake or synthetic skin.

Instructor 1:

Wow, I didn’t know that! I can’t wait to buy a Mrs. Meyer’s brand
laundry detergent.

Instructor 2:

The animals will thank you for it!

Instructor 1 and Instructor 2: Hahaha!
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