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Making our
Mark on Humane
Education
Students deserve humane education
so that they can be empowered
with the knowledge and tools
to make more informed and
compassionate decisions that help
other people, animals and the
planet. Yet, HEART is one of only
a few organizations dedicated to
providing this valuable service.
While this newsletter can only
give some highlights of our
recent activity, we hope it will
demonstrate the creative programs
and partnerships that will help take
us closer to our goal of developing
more caring youth. HEART is
proud to be providing leadership
in filling what we believe is a major
void in our children’s education.
Humanely yours,
Brad Goldberg, Chair
Meena Alagappan, Executive Director

Students share how
humane education
changed their lives

Groundbreaking Humane Education Conference
On September 21st at New York University, 450 teachers, educational administrators,
changemakers, and concerned citizens came together for Educating for a Just, Peaceful and
Sustainable Future: A Humane Education Conference.
HEART, Jane Goodall’s Roots and Shoots and the Institute for Humane Education banded
together to organize the conference. With presentations from Dr. Jane Goodall, Arun Gandhi
(grandson of Mahatma Gandhi), Zoe Weil and Meena Alagappan, among others, and
breakout sessions led by some of the best humane education experts in the country, including
five of HEART’s teachers, participants took home a wealth of knowledge on how to bring
animal protection, human rights, and environmental ethics into their classrooms and youth
programs.
The conference was a major leap forward for HEART in its effort to expand teacher training
programs. Since the first was such a success, talks are already underway with our partnering
groups to organize another conference.

“I left the conference with a
thousand ideas of what I wanted
to try in my class. So many great
speakers!”

“I have been mulling the ideas

Keynote from
Jane Goodall

HEART instructor, Mickey Kudia,
co-leads service learning workshop

and concepts presented at the
conference over and have changed
my approach to my class and my
life because of them.”
Presentation from
HEART’s executive director

Program News

Kasey Chan and
her dad at humane
education conference

Inspired Changemaker
After taking part in the HEART program, Kasey Chan, a
5th grader at P.S. 184, wrote in an essay, “HEART has really
impacted me…At first, I thought mostly everyone and
everything was well treated…until I learned about factory
farms. I heard about how everything was abused from people
to animals, then the planet. This made me think, ‘What can
I do about this?’ And then, I was inspired. Inspired to change
the world.” Kasey and her friends started the Anti-Factory
Farming League to educate people about the harms of factory
farming and how it impacts animals, workers, human health,
and the environment. They gave presentations to the 3rd
grade classes at school and started a website and petition to
broaden their reach. Kasey even spoke before 450 attendees
at our humane education conference! As much as HEART
has inspired her, Kasey, and the countless students like her,
continue to inspire us.

Students learn about child labor

Snapshots from Inside the Classroom
s P.S. 36 and P.S. 107 students who were directly affected
by Hurricane Sandy turned their focus to climate change.
They created proposals to support threatened native plant
and animal species and educated others about the causes
and consequences of climate change and pollution.
s I.S. 230 students in Queens organized a school-wide
collection drive for companion animals and made toys to
donate to Animal Care and Control and Animal Haven.
s Kids in the after-school club at Mamaroneck Avenue
Elementary wrote heartfelt letters and gathered 166
signatures for a petition to help persuade U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service to list the wolverine as threatened.
s 5th graders at P.S. 107 learned about child labor and how
they can make a difference in the lives of working children
all around the world.

HEART Expands
Teacher Resources
Over the past year we’ve
worked hard to expand
our teacher training
resources so we can bring
HEART’s curricula into
classrooms around the
world with the click of a
mouse. Partnering with
the ASPCA and IFAW,
HEART developed an
ambitious 40-lesson
resource guide on animal
issues for grades K – 12
that will be distributed
for free online. In May we
released a variety of short videos that cover topics like animal
shelters, puppy mills and animal rescue in an age-appropriate
fashion. Also available online are “I HEART How To”
tutorials, showing parents and teachers simple project-based
activities they can do with kids to help people, animals and
the planet.

Caring Kids
HEART teaches the Caring Kids program at Animal Haven
every Friday afternoon during the school year. Children
learn about important animal protection issues and take
part in fun activities to help make the world a better place
for animals. At the end of each session, kids delight in
meeting a special dog or cat who is up for adoption at the
shelter.

Teacher Training Projects
NYC Department of Education P-Course –
Along with the United Federation of Teachers’
Humane Education Committee and the ASPCA, we
offered a 36 hour credit-bearing humane education
professional development course, with the rigor of a
graduate level course, for NYC schoolteachers.

Campers visit Catskill
Animal Sanctuary

HEART Summer Camps
For the third year in a row, HEART partnered with the Hunts Point
Alliance for Children to offer our celebrated Have a Heart summer camp
in the Bronx. Thirty 4th-6th graders joined us for our month-long camp
to explore the roles they can play in addressing problems like bullying,
child labor, companion animal overpopulation, dogfighting, factory
farming, habitat destruction, endangered species and pollution. We
complemented these lessons with a number of field trips, visiting the
Museum of Natural History, Animal Haven’s Adoption Center, Catskill
Animal Sanctuary, Urban Park Rangers at Van Cortlandt Park, the
Children’s Museum at the NY Historical Society and Rocking the Boat.
The Have a Heart camp carefully balances education, world issues and
fun activities so that campers are inspired to take what they have learned
and apply it to their own lives.
In a new initiative on Long Island, we
trained dedicated volunteers at RSVP
Animal Welfare and Rescue to teach a
summer camp we co-sponsored at the
Mastic-Shirley YMCA. It was a total
hit thanks to Lillian Lennon, a talented
retired schoolteacher who eagerly
learned and effectively implemented
HEART’s customized curriculum. The
program was so successful that we were
referred to other local youth centers.
Campers decorate reusable bags

Field trip with Urban Park Rangers

American Bar Association (ABA) Project – We
expanded our public service project with the ABA to
Lawrence, KS and Chapel Hill, NC in collaboration
with the Student Animal Legal Defense Fund at U.
of Kansas Law School and U. of North Carolina
Law School. We trained volunteer attorneys and
law students to teach our lessons to local elementary
students.
Activist Trainings – HEART offered three day-long
workshops in NYC and Long Island for animal
activists and concerned citizens, hosted by the
Mayor’s Alliance for NYC’s Animals, Columbia
University’s Students for Animal Protection and
Pioneers for Animal Welfare Society.

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
Marilyn Torres Guidice
“My journey with HEART began in 2010 when
I enrolled in a 36-hour professional development
course for NYC teachers focused on promoting
literacy and science skills through humane
education. Shortly after completing the course,
I began volunteering with HEART. I gained
knowledge of various issues relating to human
rights, animal protection, and environmental
ethics, and made personal, lifelong changes that
have made me a more conscientious consumer.
They have deepened my values and my belief in
humane education. I was motivated to share my
newfound love and began having conversations
with my principal about adding a humane
education section to each library. I am thrilled
to say we now have a humane education section
in each sixth through eighth grade science
classroom! I owe a great deal to this organization.
With a combination of knowledge, guidance and
nurturing, one person truly can make a difference.
I am proof of that. A million thanks to HEART.”

News Headlines for
Our Expansion Cities
HEART Chicago

Featured Partner
Darwin Animal Doctors
Partnerships are essential for
maximizing our reach and impact.
HEART is excited to be collaborating
with Darwin Animal Doctors to
implement a humane education
program (translated into Spanish) in
the Galapagos. We remotely trained
staff at the Isabela Oceanographic
Institute, an organization that contracts
professional English teachers for
the public school system on Isabela
Island, to conduct our lessons. We are
now seeking government approval to
facilitate widespread implementation in
the Galapagos.

HEART Chicago continues to
reach thousands of youth each
year through student programs
and teacher training initiatives.
We currently have over 30 active
volunteers helping our educators
with curriculum development,
outreach, video documentaries,
fundraisers, and so much more.
We hope to continue expanding
this volunteer base, further
leveraging the goodwill of the
community, to reach even more youth.

Humane Heroes camp at
Chicago Anti-Cruelty Society

Field trip to Green Acres Farm Sanctuary

HEART Portland

New York Invests
in HEART
We are pleased to share that for Fiscal
Year 2014 HEART has been awarded
$25,500 from New York City Council
Members Maria del Carmen Arroyo,
Daniel Dromm, and Annabel Palma,
and $6,500 from New York State
Assembly Members Brian Kavanagh
and Linda Rosenthal, to support
implementation of our Humane Living
Program in their districts in the Bronx,
Queens and Manhattan.

Now in its second year, HEART Portland has been gaining momentum and doing
great work with kids of all ages in schools, libraries and other creative venues to
reach more youth. We also have a wonderful new partnership with the Center for
Animal Law Studies at Lewis and Clark Law School where we are training members
of their Student Animal Legal Defense Fund to teach humane education lessons to
elementary students.

HEART Indianapolis

HEART Indianapolis and Indy Humane Society
have teamed up to train volunteers to offer
humane education workshops to 3rd-5th grade
students. When groups complete four sessions
and one service learning project, they become
official iHelpers who stay connected to make a
difference for animals. Our Indy chapter is also
collaborating with the Peace Learning Center
to open our first interactive humane education
museum.

HEART’s services rely on the generosity of individuals like you who are dedicated to humane living.
Your contribution can be mailed to: HEART, P.O. Box 738, Mamaroneck, NY 10543. Or your donation can be made through
our website - www.teachhumane.org/heart/donate. All gifts are enormously appreciated! For more information, please contact:
Meena Alagappan, Executive Director, at 212.744.2504 or via email at meena@teachhumane.org.

