Behind Closed Doors
For grades 6-8*

LESSON PLAN
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target audience for this lesson, it can also
benefit and engage high school students.
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• For a more engaging discussion,
bring in pictures of factory farms,
battery cages, and farmed animals
living in confinement on factory
farms to show the students. You
can use pictures from the Grade 3-5
Lesson 5: Friends on the Farm.

2. Describe what the term “factory farm” means. (Possible answer:
Factory farms are farms where large numbers of animals live in
very crowded, small spaces. Many farmers switched to this type of
farming beginning in the 1960s because they could raise a lot more
animals and make more money. However, some people think this
type of farming is cruel to the animals.)

Classroom Teachers
• When reviewing the True or False
Questions, consider using poster
board or a PowerPoint or Keynote
presentation to help the students
visualize factory farm conditions.
• This activity aligns to Common
Core Reading Standards 1, 7, and 8;
Speaking and Listening Standard 1;
and Writing Standards 1 and 4.

Battery Cage Bill
1. Ask the class what they think the term “battery cage” means. Give
students the hint that it involves chickens.

Outside Humane Educators
• If possible, consider showing The

Meatrix® I, an animated video about
factory farming conditions, following
the True or False Question activity. The
video can be found at:
http://www.themeatrix.com/
(Produced by Free Range Studios,
www.freerangestudios.com, in
conjunction with GRACE/Sustainable
Table, www. sustainabletable.org.
Copyright © 2003 GRACE)

Resource Links
Farm Animal Protection
• www.farmsanctuary.org
• www.cok.net
• www.eatwellguide.org
Pro-Animal Agriculture
• www.consumerfreedom.com

• Answer: These cages are used on factory farms to raise chickens
for their eggs. Birds who live in these cages cannot spread their
wings or move around comfortably.
• If possible, show students pictures of hens in a battery cage.
2. Explain to the students that not everyone agrees that a bill requiring
expansion of the cage size for hens is a good thing. Distribute the
“Three Perspectives” handout and “What Do You Think About
the Bill?” worksheet to each student. Instruct the students to
read the three perspectives and other information on the “Three
Perspectives” handout.
3. Explain to the students that after they are finished reading the
“Three Perspectives” handout they are to complete the “What Do
You Think About the Bill?” worksheet.
4. Once the students have completed both the handout and the
worksheet, instruct them to write a persuasive paragraph supporting
their decision about which choice would be best.
Wrap Up:
1. Once the students have completed their paragraphs, request that
volunteers representing each perspective read their persuasive
paragraphs. (If one choice is not represented, then the instructor will
speak on behalf of that choice).
2. Once each topic is presented, have the students pretend they are
members of Congress and vote on the bill.
3. Ask students what they can do to help if they are concerned about
the welfare of chickens in battery cages. (Possible answers: write to
companies and legislators; boycott; stop eating eggs; educate others;
and support farm animal protection organizations.)
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Three Perspectives
Overview: There are people who support the bill because they think it is a good step
toward improving the lives of chickens on factory farms. However, there are also people
who do not support the bill because they think it is unnecessary and would cost too
much money for the farmers and the people who buy eggs. There are also people who
do not support the bill because they don’t think it does enough to improve the lives of
the chickens. Below are different people’s opinions about the bill.

Opinions
Roberto: I do not support this bill because I think it is bad for farmers and
people who buy eggs. If this bill passes, farmers will have to buy new cages
for their hens. This will cost the farmers millions of dollars. Since farmers
have to spend more money to produce eggs, they will have to charge the
people who buy the eggs more money. I don’t think we all should have
to pay more money for eggs because some people think hens need more
room in their cages.

Liana: I support this bill because it will improve the lives of hens. I think it
is unfair to keep animals in small cages their entire lives. Hens need room
to move around and being in small cages their whole lives is cruel and
frustrating for them. The new bill would double the size of the cages where
the hens live. This bill will not make the lives of the hens perfect, but I think
it is a step in the right direction.

Mikal: I do not support this bill because I do not think it does enough to
help hens. This bill would only make the tiny cages slightly larger for the
hens. This is an improvement, but it is still cruel to treat the hens this way.
I believe that hens should not be in cages at all. Hens should live outside
where they can freely move around. For this reason, I will only support a bill
that bans all cages.
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Three Perspectives

(continued)

If this bill became a law, all farms in the United States would have to:
•

Switch from battery cages to enriched cages [see picture below].

•

Double the size of cages used to raise the chickens who produce eggs we eat.

•

Have “environmental enrichments” such as perches, nesting boxes, and
scratching areas.

•

Stop “forced molting” in which birds are purposefully starved to trick their bodies
into creating more eggs.

•

Put a label on all cartons of eggs that explains how the chickens were treated. For
example, it would explain if the chickens lived in “enriched” cages or were cage-free.

Photo © Farm Sanctuary

Battery Cage

Photo © JS West

Enrichment Cage
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What Do You Think About the Bill?
Name: ___________________________________________

Date: _______________________

Directions: There is a bill in Congress that is meant to improve the lives of egg-laying hens.
Some people think the bill is a good idea and support it. Others think it is a bad idea and do not
support it. After reading the different viewpoints about this bill, complete this decision analyzer.
Position #1
This bill is a good idea.

Position #2
This bill is a bad idea.

Why would someone think the
bill is a good idea? List as many
possible supporting reasons
and facts here:

Why would someone think the
bill is a bad idea? List as many
possible supporting reasons
and facts here:

My Position: Circle the position you choose.
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